REGULAR COUNCIL

August 28, 2023 City Hall Council Chambers
Following the 6:00 PM Informational Meeting

ROLL CALL
Mayor Kraft presiding with Tetzlaff, VanderHeiden, Krull, Hurkman,
Schaumberg and Gerbers present. Also present was Administrator Sean
Hutchison, Chief of Police Isaac Schultz and Director of Public Works
John Schoen.

GUESTS

Tony Kappell Mary Wagner Cory Habeck Dale Marsh Rhonda Marsh Shanna Miker Connie
Pashouwer Lynda Gallegos Kevin Spencer Aaron Collier Marc Bouras Jason Rothesburger
Gerald Hoefs Missy Banker Amy Heindl Gary & Virginia Helein Heather Steffen Anita
Wieczorek Denise Cain Marcia Lemens Suzanne Frank Julianne Whisman Tyler & Gemma
Spade Jennie Huettl Josh Braun Wayne Gagnow Marlys Plinska Martha Dalke Darlene
Werner Karlann Hutchison Jeff Seidl Russ Hanseter Debbie Patz Dawn Doucette Wendy
Wilcox Jeanie Marcks Terri Carpenter Jenny Leisgang Steve Eick Nancy Eick Dean
Leisgang Elaine Brueener Steve Hendel Ann Sievert Melissa Allegeyer Kurt Christiansen
Deanna Jaime Bates Ralph Bates Tom Martin Rachel Woscik Henry VVoakes Leonard
Peleshek Theodore Galler Kathleen Frost Marvin Smith Beth Smith Ron Ross Meg
Christenson Caleigh Christenson Lea Geyso Russ Ellenbecker Shannon Miller

Informational Hearing

Mayor Kraft summarized the need for an upgrade and addition to the Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

Ann Sievert asked about auditing books, why the increase is happening before bids are received
and if anyone in leadership has contacted the state government to explain the hardship.

Martha Daelke asked if only part of the plant is being updated, why we waited for 40 years,
definition of flow capacity, how the 3 entities (general, water, sewer) are funded, how is the
Splash Pad Water paid for, why grants were just applied for now and not before the increase and
if there’s an invisible tax.

Russ Hansetter asked about the 2017 Water increase, how much phosphorus is released by the
cheese factory, talked about how the levels increase as water travels to Black Creek and
Shiocton.

Kathleen Frost asked if resources will be distributed to assist in the payment of the sewer bill.

Tyler Spude asked how long the city knew about the requirement and how long the increase will
last.

Amy Heindl asked for the cost to be better explained.



Jeff Seidl asked if there’s additional operational costs or better efficiency associated with the
upgrade, is the information of the rate study being explained to the residents, will there be future
communications regarding the status of grants/final increase in bill amounts, is the USDA Grant
the only option the city is looking at, how do the rates compare with other municipalities and can
we use a different municipality to process sewer waste.

Jenna Spude commented that it’s ridiculous to have a huge increase and just offer a token
meeting, survey should have been done and lack of preparedness to some of the questions. Also
had a question regarding if water bill will decrease when new development comes in and what is
the city’s plan for homeowners that will be selling due to the cost increase of sewer.

Aaron Collier asked if the maintenance charge/debt charge is being used to cover the loan, what
will happen in 40 years and what if a water tower is needed.

Shannon Miller thanked council and department heads. He asked if the American Recovery Act
Funds could have been used, will sewage dump rates be increasing and will the current council
be looking at things that the previous councils didn’t do/plan ahead.

Josh Braun asked if it would be possible to split the DNR requirements from other upgrades that
are needed and have you looked at other options like slip lining.

Gary Helein asked about the cheese plant contract dumping water and how many days per year
the city is over the city’s flow capacity.

Beth Smith commented on how hard the community members will be hit by the increase.
Wayne Gagnow asked what creates the high phosphorus in the water.

Theodore Galler asked how the phosphorus is measured and what if the DNR changes the
requirements.

Darlene Werner asked why the city needs a $6 million contingency fund.
Missy Banker asked what increase is beginning on August 29.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion - VanderHeiden moved to approve the agenda. Second by Krull. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion- Hurkman moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting from August 14,
2023. Second by Schaumberg. Motion carried.

MAYOR BUSINESS

GUEST PARTICIPATION

ORDINANCES

ADJOURN REGULAR COUNCIL AND GO INTO UTILITY BOARD




Motion - Tetzlaff made a motion to adjourn regular council and go into utility board. Second
by Hurkman. Motion carried.

ROLL CALL
Mayor Kraft presiding with Tetzlaff, VanderHeiden, Krull, Hurkman, Schaumberg and
Gerbers present. Also present was Administrator Sean Hutchison, Chief of Police Isaac
Schultz and Director of Public Works John Schoen.

RESOLUTION NO RE 2023-156 Sewer Rate Increase

Motion - Tetzlaff made a motion to approve Resolution No Re 2023-156 Sewer Rate
Increase. Second by Krull. Motion carried.

ADJOURN UTILITY BOARD AND RECONVENE TO REGULAR COUNCIL

Motion - Tetzlaff made a motion to adjourn utility board and reconvene regular council.
Second by Hurkman. Motion carried.

ROLL CALL
Mayor Kraft presiding with Tetzlaff, VanderHeiden, Krull, Hurkman, Schaumberg and
Gerbers present. Also present was Administrator Sean Hutchison, Chief of Police Isaac
Schultz and Director of Public Works John Schoen.

RESOLUTIONS

ADMINISTRATOR

PRESS TIME
ADJOURN

Motion - Tetzlaff moved to adjourn. Second by Hurkman. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned.

Christy Stover, Clerk-Treasurer



